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Num. 12 


OF THE 
Affairs of FRANCE: 


Purg’d from the Errors and Partiality of New/-Writers 
and Petty-Statefmen, of all Sides. 


Saturday, April 15. 1704. 


HE method for raifing Men fn 

I France-for the Land-Service, was 

the laft Inftance, of the Abfolute 
Dominion of the King, and a Proof of its 
being Adapted, and particularly Ufe- 
ful to the promoting the Greatnefs of his 
Power, an his Conquefts abroad. 

For the Sea, his Methods are equally 
Abfolute, and as pofitively Obey’d, when 
firft he Refolv’d to make himftlf Great at 
Sea; and if Fame belies not our Politick 
Managers of that day, receiv’d Helps and 
Infirvétions from England for that Purpofe ; 
I mean; for Building Ships of War; ‘the 
Great Defeét, which be found almoft In- 
fuperable, and an Obftruction whicli wou'd 
have Difcouraged any Prince in fhe World 
but himfeif, was his want of Sea-men; and 
fo'far was he from being in a Condition to 
Supply himfelf by Ordinary Methods, that 
if Lam rightly inform’d, upon a moft Ex- 
aétScrutiny, in all the Ports of his‘King- 
dom, he found, that’ if all the Ships bs- 
longing to his Subjeéts where wholly laid 
up, and Trade laid by, all che Seamen in 
his Dominions vould not‘ Man his Navy; 
that is, fuch a Navy as he then had defigu- 
ed to Build. 

Meafures-were then immediately taken 
to Incredfe the Number of Seamen, and 


the Building of his Ships went on with the 
ufual Succefs of all his Undertakings; The 
firft Method for Encreafe of Sea-men, was 
to Compel every Merchant’s Ship, Fifli- 
ing-Boat and other Veffel in his Kingdotfi, 
to take on Board, over-and above theit u~ 
fuat Compliment, fo many Menion the 
King’s Account, to whom the King allow’d 
Certain Wages, ‘and the Merchant or Ma- 
fier, Viftualsand Drink. This Proje&t ba- 
ing begun ina Timeof Peace, when Frante 
was full of Men; the Men crowded on 
Board the Veffels as a Favour, Happy was 
he could get to be Nam’d; -and thas:ih 
7 Ycarstime, the King made abore2c000 
Sailors; by this time his Ships Encreas’sR 
and he always kept a Squadron at Sea, tet 
there be Occation or no;' and ifhe had nd 
Service teady, he often thought fit” to 
make jittle Sea-Wars, to introduce his 
en, to fhew them fome Aétion, und pafe 
the Cretlit bf his Sea Affairs: Such: stab 
the two or thteé Bombardments of Algiers, 
and oné at Genoa, Convoys to.Conft.nsine- 
pie, Infilting Zumis, and the like; this. was 
about the Year-16 78, wheivthefe Additions 
were made, ahd his Sea-men fram that 
time begart fo to Bnotealé, that in ‘the 
Year'gr, we foand them able to Man-:a 
Fleet of 86 Sail in the Line of Battle, .and 
eats || Challenge 


‘ 
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Challenge both Englifh and Dutch, to an 
Engagement at our own doors. 

The next Article of Abfolute Power, is 
the raiang of Money; What may not that 
Monarch do, who has the Bodies of the 
Poor, the Purfes of the Rich, and the 
Hands of his Nobility at his Abfolute Com- 
mand ? 

We find the Revenues of France, tho’ vaft- 
ly Great, not equal to the more vaft Defigns 
of this Growing Monarch; we find, that 
ata Time, when we all thought he had 
enough to do, tu find Money to Defray his 
prodigious Expences, he yet undertook the 
Regulation and Support of the Needy. Cra- 
ving Monarchy ae 3 but when it conies 
to the Teft, we find alfo, if it be in the 
Nation, he will never wantit. If half the. 
Stories we have been told, of the Poverty, 
Ruin, Depopulation, &. of France, were 
trust, how could it be pofhble the King 
cou’d raife fuch immenfe Sumins Yearly, 
and almoft every Year Increafing, as we 
find he dues. oS 

But as tis the Method of railing them, 
not the Quantity raisd, which ] am at 
prefent upon, ’tis my Bufinefs to tell you, 
that nothing but the Princes Abfolute De- 
mand Regulates both the Summ and the 
Quota; and this is fignified by an Edié, 
that is,a Sic Volo. The Council Refolves, 
Projzctors Propofe, and his Majefty Com- 
mands, that fuch and fuch Summs, muft be 
fais'd by fuch and fuch Methods, and the 
People have nothing to do inthe Matter, 
but toopen their Purfesand pay the Money. 

Pim and Hambden mult not here have 
ftenied Payment of Ship Money, and ftood 


Tryal with the King, Replevy’d their’ 


Goods when feiz’d by the Colleétors, and 
given in Bail to Anfwer ic at Law. 

Nor had it been ia the Power of Pro- 
viaccs or Counties to have Redref’d them- 
feives; if the Colleétors of the Ordinary 
Revenues, are not fufficient te Levy the 
Tax, his Majefty has 12 Regiments of 
Collectors, call’d Dragoons, who are al- 
ways ready to caufe their Mafter’s Orders 
to be: put in Execution rhe Shorteft way. 

It is true, That for Forms fake the States 
of Languedoc do meet oncea Yeary or oft- 
ner, ifhis Majefty pleafe, to Raife Money, 
and the Clergy in theis Courfe, meet like- 


pinion, as I noted before, That the La- 
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“wife upon the King’s Requeft; if | 
be feos abivea meet for, © 
to make the Kinga fine Speech; for as 
the Bufinefs, if they did not raife him 
Money, he would raife it without them. 
The Chtirch-men therefore ineet to give 
his Majefty what thev calla Free Gift, but 
tis far from free, bscaufe they cannot be 
free to tet it alone if they pleafe; they 
meet together, but their Cafe is, the King 
makes his Demand of Tax, which they have 
nothing to do to Difpute, their Bufinefs 
is to Obey. i“ 

By thefe Abfolute Methods, his Majefty 
is fecured of what Men and Money he 
pleafes, and ke that has this Advantage to 
back a Towering Ambition, what may he 
not perform ? : 

If any Man ask me what are the Benes 
firs of Abfolute Monarchy to the Subjeé 5 
I know Lut two, Poverty and SubjeFion, and 
if there are any more, I would be glad to 
know what they are; For tho’ lam of O- 


mentable Accounts we have of the Mifery, 
Poverty, and Depopulation of France, are 
not halfof them true; yet Ino where pre- 
tend, nor will any-body elfe affirm, that 
a Kingdom is not Impoverifh’d by a Prince, 
whofe Prodigious Defigns threaten the 
whole Chriftian World, and whofe Great- 
nefs is fupported fingly upon the Treafiure 
of his own Subjeéts ; for we do notfind he 
can have Supplies ef Money from any Place 
but from his own Dominions; without 
doubt therefore the Country has fuffered 
extreamly,and the vaft Summs theKing bas 
drawn from his Subjects on thofe Extraor- 
dinary Occafions, muft have Prodigioufly 
funk the General Stock of the Kingdom 3 
But ftill we find they hold out, their 
Supplies of Money keep running, the 
Subje& bleeds freely, his Armies go on 
too fuccefsfully ; and as to the Poverty of 
his Subjeéts, it is not the prefent Subjeét, I 

fhall come to it in its Courfe. 
This the French have always En- 
joy’d, as a help to the Payment of their 
Extravagant Taxes: That in whatfoever. 
Pofture his Affairs have been, he has al- 
ways kept the War out of his own Coun- 
try, and excepting a little Irruption made 
- by the Duke of Sevoy about Ambrvn, in. 
the. 


gare to make War again 


ieee fewer 
tWar,and our Alarms on their Coa 
ibjets of the King of France have ne- 


ver feen the Face of an: Enemy in their 
wn Country, The ees always taken 
his Neighbours, 

and to have the Seat of it in the Bowels of 
theic Country, by which Method he has 


a ” 


ot only Spar’d and Maintain’d the Peace 
of his own Country, but has Ruio’d, De- 
populated and linpoverith’d -his Enemies: 


The Emperor, the Dutch, or the Spani- 
ard have never been able to do this; 
they have always had the French in their 
own Territories, and their Frontiers have 


had the doubleDiftrefs of Maintaining their 


Enemies Army and their own, of which the 


_ Durch, in 1672, were fad Examples, and 


the Palatinate, the Swabian and Franco- 


_ wian Circles are fo now. 


The Cafe of the Cevenncs is the only 
Inftance, in which the Kingdom of France 
has felt any-Convulfions; the Oppreffions 
they felt, are chole of Religion, rather 
than of Property, for the French are all fo 
willing to fall in with their Prince, and fo 
freely joyn with him in purfuit after Glory ; 
that they are more willing to fubmit to Pet- 
fonal Slavery, than other Nations. ‘Thefe 
wretched People would have born the lofs 
of all that we call Property, and have 
been Slaves as much as: their Monarch 
had pleafed; but when Tyranny over 
Confcience comes to a heighth, it often 
makes Men Mad; Religious Defparation 
makes Men Furies; wild Beafts are Baubles 


ft “s to them, and 


fo, for a Man once fenfible of the State of 
his Soul, let that State be well or ill made, 


that Sence well or ill grounded, if it has 


once Mafter’d his Reafon, and heis fix’din 
the Opinion of it, he’ll Deftroy himfelfand 
all the World in Defence of it. 

To this Poffeffion of Mind, I muff At- 
tribute all the extravagant Performances 
of Pagans, Heathens, Jews and Jefuits,ia 
the Matters of Erroneous Religion. 

To this we owe the Negroes Singing and 
Dancing in the Fire, for Joy that they are. 
going to their own Country; the volunta- 

_ Ty Sacrifices of their own Bleod, which we 
found the Mexican and Peruvian Indias 
made in the Temples of their Idol Gods. 
To this we owe the Exquilfit Torments en- 
dur’d by the Jews in the Profeffion of the 
Abdicated Laws of Mofes; frequent In- 
ftances of which are feen in the Executions 

“of the Inquilition at Zisbon: And laftly, To 
this we owe the chearful Sufferingsof the 
Jefuits and Romifh Miffionaries in China, 
where they have been put to Death with 
all the Arts of Cruelty, back’d with a‘quick- 
and ftudied Invention. 

{ow much more fhould we expe& the 
Minds of thefe Suffering Chriftians, are 
Agitated when they have joyn’d a: real In- 
fpiration toa Natural Prepoffeffion, when 
ches have an infallible Teftimony within, 
that they are guided by the Truth, and 
affifted front above. 


Mercure Scandale: 
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Apvrice from the Scandalous Cx p. 


. Poor Whore made a fed Complaint 
this Week at the Club, and dé¢mand- 


‘ed juftice againfta Certain Eminent Citi- | 


zen, who had exaéted her Performance, 
but cheated her of her Wages. 

The Society refenting her Charafer, 
took her into Cuftody iminediately, and 
began to. talk of ufing her: very; Scuryily, 


being particularly offended at the Brals of 
her Countenance, and the Affront, as they 
took it, put upon their Society. 

She cold them plainly fhe was a Whore, 
‘and *twas her Calling; if they had any 
‘thing to fay to her on that Head, they 
were Welcome; fhe was willing to under- 
gc the Correétion of the Houle, Oe soe 


tis not Rrange it fiiould ke 
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they would hut do her Jultiee afterwards; 
for after fhe had fuftered the Law for the 
Fact, fhe ought not to fufter the Cheat too. 

The Club was a little put to it what to 
Relolve, but ac Jaft they Demanded the 
particulars ———= She told them, That a 
Certain Citizen of London, living within a 
Mile ef Threadneedle-ftreer, having agreed 
with her fora dark Affair, at the Price of 
a Guinea, had fham’d her off with a Half 
penny being in the Night, notwichftand- 
ing fhe had -been fo Honeft to him, a6 not 
to pick his Pocket of 50 Guineas, witich 
ke own’d he had about him, cuntrary to 
‘the Duty of her Profeffion: 

The Society told her, they would.doher 
al] the Juftice they thought was-due toher, 
which was to Summons the‘Man to appear 
‘at the next Meeting, and demanded Di- 
retions hew tofend to him; the told *em 
he es be heard ofat the Sun Coffee-boufe 
behind the Exchange, provided the Notice 
was left with the Man of the Houfe. 

So the farther hearing of the Matter was 
referr’d to the next fitring of the Club. 

The Author of the London-Poft being 
brought before the Society, was Charg’d 
with the Cuftomary Offence of writing 
Nonfence, and his Paper of March 6, 
was read. 

Speaking of giving Ships Blafphemous 

“Names; as follows, 

Why may not he, who can Chriftianize 
and Santtity Bells by Infallibility, fubvert 
the Names of Inanimate Creatures, and 
oblige.the Neuter to flye its Participati- 
on altogether with the Mafculine or Fe- 
minine Gender. 

This being wholly unintelligible, the 
Clerk of the Aflembly was call’d to unrid- 
dle it, who after fome paufe, told them 
he could notdo it, but he’d talk a Lan- 
guage fomewhat like it, he faid ic may be 
one piece of Nonfence might explain an- 
other, fo he began 

Heliogabalus made the Great Turk: How 
d’y: do from Paris to the Great Sea of the 
Alps, where Leviathan being a Great Hill 
as big ws 2 W’bale, was Erelked on the top 
of the tall Steeple of the Danube, 


ars 


; ® at . a ae rq oe 
He was going on, whe 
brought that the Author ! 

Cenlure, and according to 


0 the lait Notic 
had Correéted feveral Mitakes of he 
mer Papers, and offer’d a Security 


careful Revifing them for the future. 
The Society declaring their De 


and Ingensous. 
in PilkingtomeCourt in Little Britaing 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
lve Englith and Foreign : Containing 


-the Hiftory of the moft [lluitrious 


Perfons of our own and other .Natiosis, 
from the Year 1550, to the Year 1690. 
By feveral hands; who have been aflifted 


iy the Work .with many private Memoirs. 


In two Volumes in 8vo. The Englih 
Lives are, William Lord Burleigh, Sir Walter 
pe George Duke of Buckingham, Mar- 
queis of Montrofs, Oliver Cromwel, Duke of 


Hamilton, General Blake, Duke of Albemarle, — 


Earl of Séuftsbury, Duke of Monmouth, Print- 
ed for B. Took, at the Middle-Temph-Gute 
in Flet-ftrect, and W. Davis, at tha Bluth 
Bull in Cornbil; and fold by }, Nutt noar 
Stationers-Hall, 1704. 


N Hiftorical Didactical Treatife of the 
Two Covenants. Wherein are briefly 
laid.dowh the Life of cbviff, and that ofMofes; 
and feveral obfcure Paffages of Holy Seri 
ture open’d, many common Miftakes abont 
this Matter, corrected, and a good Life fe- 
rioufly preffed, By Jobn Parker, now Rector 
of Coine-Enguyne. in the County of Ejfex, 
and.formerly Fellow of Emanuel College in 
Cambridge,’ Printed. for Sefery Wale, at the 
Angel in St, Pavl’s Church-Yard. 1704, 


4t¢4 A Doctor in Phyfick Cures all the 
Degrees and Indifpofitions in Venercal Per- 
fons, by a moft cafic, fafe, apd expeditious 
Method ; .and of whom any Perfon may 
have Advice, and a perfect Cure, let: his or 
her Difeafe'be of the longeft Date: He like- 
wife ‘gives his Advice in all ‘Difcafes, and 

refcribes a Cure. Dr. HARBOROUGH , (a 

raduate Phyfician ) in Great Xnight-Riders- 
Street, near Doitors Commons, 


MDCCIV. 


was the Reétification of the Abufe, vot ¢! aa 
Perfona! Cenfure ; Order’d all further Ex- 
aminations to ftop, andall due Encourage- 

ment to be given to a Temper to Honeft 
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A Dvettifements are taken in by J. Matthews, — 
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